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Should all boats carry
electronic distress devices
rather than pyrotechnic flares?

WHISKER OF HOPE
| am sure this won't get anywhere but
| really need your help.

My grandad used to have a motor
sailer called March Whisker, a 24ft
unique boat with a copper hull. It was
stunning, if | say so myself.

| grew up going on many trips on this
boat and have such fond memories of
her but| can't track her down anywhere.
Her last known location was in Scotland.

I would love to find her so my
grandad could see her again, or at least
get a photo to see how she is doing.

If you could help in any way, | would
be so pleased.

Daniel Peach

What a lovely thing to do for your
grandfather. Can anyone out there
help track it down? Hugo

FLARE UP
| was concerned that in the New Gear
section of the February 2023 edition
there was an article on pyrotechnic flares
(PFs) being sold in brown paper bags
to make them more environmentally
friendly. This was followed by comments
from the author on why he still keeps
pyrotechnic flares on his boat.

Yes, PFs are more visible in daylight
than Electronic Visual Distress Signals
(EVDS), however no visual signal
(including PFs) will be seen any distance
from the boat in fog, heavy rain or snow.

To remind readers: PFs are explosive
devices that can cause serious injury and
even death if they malfunction or are
used incorrectly. These dangers are rare
but none of them apply to electronic
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devices such as EVDS, VHFs, EPIRBs and
PLBs. Nor are UK registered boats under
13.7m required to carry PFs.

Add to that the fact that even if
the flares do go off and are seen, will
they be acted upon? Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston set off flares to attract a boat
when he had appendicitis mid-Atlantic
and got no response.

A DSC VHF radio on the other hand
will set off an alarm to all ships nearby,
even mid-Atlantic. And if you are in
distress, who do you want to respond
to your distress signal - an itinerant dog
walker or the Coastguard?

| am not alone in feeling so strongly
about PFs; both the Cruising Association
and the RYA recommend the use of
electronic devices (VHF DSC radios,
EPIRBs, PLBs etc) . These devices take
the search out of Search and Rescue,
giving and updating your position to
within five metres.

My boat is now completely PFs free,
| have even had them replaced in my
liferaft with an EVDS and VHF handheld

radio along with spare batteries for both.

As for the new paper bag for PFs,
| have two old plastic flare containers,
| use one for diesel bug treatment and
the other for oil and grease. Putting PFs
in a bag doesn't make them any safer.
Gilbert Park
You make some valid points and |
don't think anyone is suggesting boat
owners should use a PF as the first or
only means of raising the alarm but
| can also understand why some
people still like to carry them as a
means of last resort. Hugo
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