Moored at Collioure on |
the Mediterranean
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WELCOME TO THE CLUB

Finding themselves without a boat, Gilbert and Marie Park went to the London Boat Show to find a new one

n January 2018 my wife Marie
and | unexpectedly found
I ourselves without a boat. With
a new season fast approaching,
we needed to get a move on
and attended the last London
Boat Show to try and buy a new one. As we are
getting older and starting to recognise our
infirmities, this may be our last boat so we were
determined to choose the right one.

We have been cruising for some time in the
UK and northern France as well as the
Mediterranean so we have a pretty good idea
of what we do and don't like. Now it was time to
sit down and work out the key requirements for
the boat. Marie has bad knees and also moors
the boat when we are going stern-to so the
bathing platform and side decks needed to be
on one level as well as wide enough to provide
a safe working area.

Similarly, we excluded a tlybridge as under
way we have found this to be difficult for us and
while you can have a bimini, there is too much
exposure to the sun and wind.

The bed was given careful consideration. It

had to be easy to get in and out of in the middle
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of the night and, as we use the onboard
facilities all the time, rather than the marina’s, we
also wanted a separate shower. The black water
tank had to be easy to empty, with no crawling
in the bilges to find a seacock to empty it.

The size of the boat was also important. We
reckoned it had to be under 12m to get into all
those little ports we enjoy visiting. And as we
live 6km up a canal, it had to have an air draft of
less than 4.2m to get under a bridge and a
water draft of no more than 1.4m.

As for performance, we find 17 knots the
most comfortable speed for us so we didn't

Let's Go, Gilbert and
Marie's Nimbus 365

require mountains of power. That said we often
make voyages in excess of 100nm and need to
leave and arrive in daylight, especially in the
early spring and late autumn.

As Marie enjoys cooking, there also had to be
a proper galley on board with an oven that was
not diesel powered. So with all these
requirements in mind it was off to the boat
show, allowing one day for me to identity
suitable boats before Marie joined me to look
at the shortlist on the second day.

Some were easy to dismiss. The new
Beneteau Swift 35 trawler was extremely
attractive and represented outstanding value
for money but the steps to the flybridge were
too steep. The new Jeanneau NC33 didn't have
great access to the bed with its extension piece
in place and the Haines 32 met nearly all of our
criteria, with a huge master suite and some
innovative design we liked, but wouldn't be
ready in time for the summer.

We left London with one more option that
wasn't at the boat show, a Nimbus. We had
looked at one a few years before but the up
and down nature of the cabins didn't work for
us. However, there were some newer models
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Water pump failure in
Cannes required a tow
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| contacted the coastguard as a storm was

expected that night

that might, so off we went to Lymington to meet
Steve Lane from Offshore Powerboats and
arrange a sea trial in a 365 Coupé. The weather
was as expected for the time of year, grey and
drizzly with a Solent chop, but the boat was
warm and most importantly Marie was
comfortable. We were impressed and, after a bit
of negotiation, we struck a deal.

NO CANNES DO
We have had Let’s Go for two seasons now and
enjoyed every minute of it. It has also been
largely trouble free. This is the first time we have
owned a boat with a single engine, but having
been reassured that engines don't go wrong so
long as you look after the cooling system and
fuel | was persuaded this wouldn’t be an issue.
| had already done the MCA diesel engine
course and having serviced the engines on a
previous boat | was confident | could cope with
most things. So when anchored off Cannes on a
hot, sticky day and the raw water impeller
disintegrated it shouldn't have been a problem.
| had a spare impeller on board and knew what
to do. Unfortunately, the impeller supplied by a
Volvo Penta agent for the engine was the wrong
size. | am told this is because Nimbus specified
a water filter on the engine which meant fitting
a non-standard raw water pump.

There happened to be another Nimbus 365
anchored near us and | paddle-boarded across
to see if they had one — they didn't. | contacted
the coastguard as a storm was expected that
night and they put out two Pan-Pan calls but it
was Sunday lunchtime and none of the several
hundred boats around us had their radios on!
Eventually a lifeboat was sent out to rescue us.

Lunch with friends
Richard and Wanda
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We spent much of the first year pottering around
getting to know the boat and sorting a few

teething problems. We added solar panels so we

could stay at anchor or on a buoy for several days
without needing a generator. The box around the
engine also needed a lot of dismantling for daily
checks, so | made a separate part with a lift-up lid.
We keep Let's Go up a canal in Aigues Mortes.
Although there are no tides there are four bridges

to negotiate, two of which open at set times each

day. Working around the bridge times we can get
out in time to anchor in a sheltered bay for lunch,
have a swim, play on the beach and be back in
time for supper at the house. The grandchildren
have also started to enjoy short trips to nearby
places such as La Grande Motte to stay overnight
in their den (the amidships cabin), while mum and
dad sleep in the saloon.

Earlier this year we enjoyed our first extended
cruise to Corsica, Elba and Sardinia, which was
published in the November 2019 edition of MBY.
We hope to be sharing more of our cruises in
future issues of the magazine.
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FEATURED...

JEANNEAU CAP
CAMARAT 625, Kipper,
Poole UK. Jack reflects on a
great season as his boat is
pulled out for winter

BENETEAU ANTARES 8,
Greyfin, Mylor UK.

Rick Channon details his
favourite marinas on the Fal
and the surrounding area

FINNMASTER T8,
Snowball, Portchester UK.

Ed Elliott banishes the winter
blues with a look back on

a happy summer cruise

with his family
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